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Welcome

| am delighted to welcome you to Meden College — a place
where academic excellence and success for all our students
drives everything we do. A place where support is second
to none and where we encourage you to widen your
horizons and your ambitions.

We have high expectations of ourselves and our students
and as a whole community we take pride in what we do on
a daily basis.

You will meet your full potential if you join Meden College
and you will be guided and supported every step of the
way so that you leave us fully prepared for the next step,
whether that be in higher education, further training or
employment.

I look forward to welcoming you to our community. Please
contact us for an application form.

Louisa Ellis
Head of College

Meden College

College entry requirements:

The general entry criteria for Meden College is a grade 5 or
above in English and Maths and a grade 4 or 5 (dependent
on the subjects you will be studying at A Level) in a further
three subjects. There are some subject-specific entry
requirements that need to be met—these are detailed on
the individual subject pages.







We expect that you will
take responsibility for W
your own educationand
through this develop a
love of learning which will
extend beyond yourtime
with us.

This quality will be key for
you as you take yournext
steps into the world of '
work or further study.




INndependence

At Meden, we know that the most successful Post 16 students
are those whose education continues when the bell rings for the
end of the lesson.

We invest in high quality academic monitoring for all our
students in order to make the transition from Key Stage 4 to Key
Stage 5 as successful as possible.
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Our students are set challenging and
aspirational targets as we believe that the
education we provide is second to none
within the north Nottinghamshire area.

We want our students to face challenges
with resilience and learn lessons you will
take with you at 18.




The world our students will enter at 18 or 21 will look
entirely unlike anything today, so itis key thatyoucanact
on your feet, adapt and think outside the box.

We want your time at Meden to equip you with a v
portfolio of skills so thatyou can tackle eve
throws at you.




—acilities e

Meden College is based around a bespoke and
professionally designed Study Hub. This is a new centre
which provides an outstanding work environment for our
students.

There are dedicated study areas and extensive computing
and ICT facilities. Wi-Fi is also available in the Study Hub.

Students also have exclusive use of a state-of-the-art
refreshment area where drinks can be made and food
prepared and eaten. In addition, college students have
access to the excellent catering facilities of Meden School.

Well-equipped classrooms and workshops are provided for
lessons and there are extensive sporting facilities available
both for lessons and for extra-curricular activities.

Meden College
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A Level

A Level Business Studies | Meden College

Business Studies

Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?

A Level Business Studies looks at every aspect of a modern
organisation, including human resources, marketing and
finance. You will also study operational aspects such as
production, e-commerce and manufacturing.

You can expect to study large multinational companies as
well as smaller, less well-known businesses in the dynamic
business world.

How am | assessed?

Written examination.

What do I need to study this course?

General college entry criteria.

Where can it lead?

An A Level in Business Studies develops transferable skills
which can be used on any degree programme at university
and in any career. Itis also an excellent starting point

for a degree in Business Studies, Marketing, Finance or
Economics.

“Studying Business has given me a
completely different outlook on how
everyday business actually works. It
is one of the most useful subjects |
have studied.”

Jodie Holmes (Year 13)

25




A Level

Chemistry

Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?

You will develop and enhance your knowledge in three
main areas; physical, organic and inorganic chemistry.

You will study in detail topics such as atomic structure,
bonding and kinetics. You will also study the periodic table,
chromatography and polymers.

How am | assessed?

Written examination.

What do | need to study this course?

A GCSE grade 5 or above in Double Award with a minimum
grade 5 in the Chemistry paper, or grade 5 in Chemistry
separate science paper. A grade 5 or above in GCSE Maths.

ALevel Chemistry | Meden College

Where can it lead?

A Level Chemistry can lead to a variety of careers including
medicine, forensics, teaching or in the pharmaceutical
industry.

“| really enjoy studying Chemistry—
there are so many different aspects
to it and the variety makes it really
dynamic and interesting, Itis
teaching me some really important
practical skills I can use in the future””

Molly Evans (Year 12)
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A Level

A Level Drama and Theatre Studies | Meden College

Drama and Theatre Studies

Exam Board: Edexcel

What will | learn?

This is a practical based subject which will develop your
performance and interpretive skills. You will be given the
chance to work creatively with others and will be expected
to develop work to be performed to an audience.

The course involves the study of a range of challenging
drama texts and it is essential that you have a thoughtful,
open, sensitive and mature approach to a range of
contemporary social issues.

How am | assessed?

Coursework, performance and examination.

What do | need to study this course?

General college entry criteria. You do not need to have
studied Drama at GCSE level, however you do need to
display a keen interest in the subject and a willingness
to visit the theatre regularly. You also need to show a
willingness to perform your work, both in improvisation
and in scripted performances.

Where can it lead?

This A Level can lead to a range of university courses as well
as progression into drama school.
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A Level

Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?

You will study a range of texts within different genres
including prose, poetry and drama. You will develop a
knowledge of critical theory and gain a solid understanding
of how texts are interconnected.

Reading is an essential part of the course and you will be
encouraged to develop an active, critical approach to texts.
You will also be encouraged to develop your own tastes by
exploring a wide range of texts from different genres and
styles.

How am | assessed?

Coursework and examination.

What do I need to study this course?

A GCSE grade 5 or above in English Language is required.

A Level English Literature | Meden College

—Nglish Literature

Where can it lead?

Many students go on to study English at university, often
combined with other subjects, such as History. Careers in
English are varied and include journalism, teaching and the
law.

“I love studying English Literature
because it encourages you to
interpret the reasons and context
behind the writing, Itis a good
subject choice for university as it
teaches you important skills which
are needed on degree courses.”

Amelia Boldero (Year 12)
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A Level

French

Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?

Studying French will open up your future to possible
careers around the world in countries as far apart as
Canada and Benin.

You will still be working on the four language skills of
listening, reading, speaking and writing, but the subject
matter that you cover will be more abstract, dealing

with present day problems and issues seen in relation

to the foreign country. Areas you may study in Year 12
include family relationships, the media, culture, leisure
and tourism and education and so you will need to take a
general interest in current affairs and be willing to develop
and argue a point of view.

How am | assessed?

Written and oral examination.

What do I need to study this course?

At least a grade 5 in GCSE French.

AlLevel French | Meden College

Where can it lead?

Specific career opportunities are business management
and marketing, secretarial work, the hotel and catering
trade, banking, the civil and diplomatic services,
interpreting and translating, journalism and publishing,
teaching, insurance, archive and information work,
museum work and archaeology.

“Studying French at A level has
enabled me to build on my linguistic
skills and also allowed me to develop
my interest in the cultural life of
French-speaking countries. Itis not
just about learning the language, but
about using my skills to investigate a
wide range of cultural topics.”

Ellie Davison (Year 13)
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A Level

History

Exam Board: OCR

What will I learn?

The study of history is designed to help you understand
the significance of historical events, the role of individuals
and the nature of change over time. By studying History,
you will gain a deeper understanding of the past through
political, social, economic and cultural perspectives.

Over the course of two years, you will study Stuart Britain
and the Crisis of Monarchy 1603-1702, and Democracy and
Nazism 1918-1945.

How am | assessed?

Historical investigation, personal study and written
examination.

What do | need to study this course?

At least a grade 5 in GCSE History and GCSE English.

ALevel History | Meden College

Where can it lead?

History is useful for a wide range of university courses
including History, English and Law. The subject is also
useful for a variety of careers including a teacher, archivist,
curator, lawyer, journalist, or politician.

“History improves your analytical and
evaluative skills, which are easily
transferable in the real world orin
higher education. The topics we study
are really interesting as you look at
historical figures who continue to
influence the modern world.”

Conor Marples (Year 13)
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Level 3 Certificate Mathematical Studies | Meden College

Level 3 Certificate (equivalent to an AS Level)

Mathematical Studies

Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?

Maths is for everyone. It is diverse, engaging and essential
in equipping students with the right skills to reach

their future destination, whatever that may be. Level 3
Mathematical Studies (Core Maths) is a new qualification
designed for students who achieved a Grade C or above at
GCSE. It helps you develop your mathematical skills and
thinking, and supports subjects such as A Level Psychology,
Science and Geography.

You will study several areas of Maths that are applicable in
real life situations. These will include analysis of data using
tools such as spreadsheets and maths for personal finance
such as taxation and solutions to financial problems. Also,
Mathematical Studies incorporates some elements of AS
Level Mathematics, such as statistics and using algorithms,
which is the maths behind how all computer programs
make decisions.

How am | assessed?

Written examination.

What do | need to study this course?

At least a grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics.

Where can it lead?

Supports subjects such as Psychology, Science and
Geography, as well as medical courses such as Nursing and
Midwifery. It will also be useful for those who are going on
to do further technical or vocational qualifications and
apprenticeships.




A Level

Media Studies

Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?

Today’s world is an ever-evolving one of technology and
communication. As an A Level Media Studies student,

you will learn about how to become a critical thinker and
analyst of the world around you. You will learn how to
decode messages that you never thought were even there
and how today’s world of high-tech communication and
advertisements try to reach out to you in our digital age.
You will investigate how texts are constructed and how
audiences respond to them in a variety of ways.

You will develop such skills as the development of creative
work in writing, audio-visual and electronic media; and a
broad commercial and cultural awareness of the media
and creative industries.

How am | assessed?

Coursework and written examination.

What do | need to study this course?

General college admission criteria.

A Level Media Studies | Meden College

Where can it lead?

If you are considering a career in journalism, television,
film, radio, marketing or advertising, you will find A Level
Media Studies very useful.

“I chose Media as an A Level because

| enjoy the study of film and film-
making. Media Studies allows you to
develop skills such as designing and
creating your own media products
along with discovering techniques
used by professionals working in the
media.”

Kim Morton (Year 13)
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A Level

MusIC

Exam Board: Edexcel

What will I learn?

Music is, at its heart, a creative subject. It is a subject in
which you are able to express yourself by either performing
or composing. It does, however, also have a rich history
which needs to be studied to fully understand its
development over time.

Studying A Level Music, you will be encouraged to engage
critically and creatively with a wide range of music and
musical contexts, develop an understanding of the place of
music in different cultures and contexts, and reflect on how
music is used in the expression of personal and creative
identities.

Thisis an exciting and challenging course that will stretch
and enlighten you in equal measure. You will form personal
and meaningful relationships with music through the
development of musical knowledge, understanding and
skills, including performing, composing and appraising.

ALevel Music | Meden College

How am | assessed?

Performance and written examination.

What do | need to study this course?

At least a Grade C in GCSE Music. Students with
considerable experience or who are able to demonstrate
performing ability at Grade 5 standard upwards

(e.g. ABRSM, Trinity) may be accepted at the Head of
Department’s discretion.

Where can it lead?

A Level Music can lead you onto a Music, Music Technology
or Performing Arts degree which could take you into the
music industry as a performer, composer, music producer,
or sound engineer.
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A Level

Physical

Exam Board: OCR

What will I learn?

This course provides an excellent opportunity for you to
gain a clear understanding of the key issues in Physical
Education and sport including balanced, active and
healthy lifestyles. Throughout the course there will be a
focus on performance in two practical activities either as a
performer, official or leader. Over two years you will study
such elements as the history of sport, sport psychology,
exercise physiology, and the acquisition of movement
skills.

How am | assessed?

Written examination.

What do | need to study this course?

In addition to the general college admission criteria,

you will need a high level of personal motivation and
commitment. You need to be practically able in a range of
sports and currently taking an active involvement in sport
and competition. You will also need to have achieved at
least a grade 5in GCSE PE.

ALevel Physical Education | Meden College

—ducation

Where can it lead?

PE is a complimentary subject to Biology and Psychology.
It also provides you with excellent preparation for degree
level study in PE, Sports Science and related courses.

“Studying PE gives you real insight

into how a person moves, as well as
the muscular and skeletal system. |
enjoy the subject because it is both
very practical and theoretical. It allows
me to develop my sporting skills
alongside learning the theory behind
itall.”

Oliver Pinnick-Cook (Year 12)
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A Level

Physics

Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?

In the first year, you will cover familiar subjects in more
depth, such as mechanics, materials and waves. Exciting
new topics such as particles; quantum phenomena and
electricity are also examined.

In the second year, you are introduced to topics including
fields and further mechanics. Choices are then offered
from options including astrophysics, medical physics,
applied physics and turning points in physics.

The practical skills of how science works are integrated
throughout the course.

How am | assessed?

Practical skills assessments and written examination.

What do | need to study this course?

At least a grade 5 in GCSE Double Award or separate
sciences.

AlLevel Physics | Meden College

Where can it lead?

An A Levelin Physics is highly valued by universities. It can
lead to careers in engineering, forensics, medicine, sports
science, geophysics, aeronautics and nanotechnology.

“Thisis a really interesting subject that

has expanded my view of the universe
and made me think about things |
didn’t even know existed. The course
is challenging but there is a good
balance between being complicated
and easy! I know that my A Level in
Physics is going to really benefit me in
the future”

Rose Hemingway (Year 12)
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A Level

Product Design

Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?

Think about the objects or products that you love or would
really love to own. Whether it be a phone, a car, a boat or

a building, they all came about by someone sketching,
developing, modelling and making their idea reality. As

a designer, you combine a number of skills needing the
creativity to imagine the shape, function and appearance
of a product, alongside the technical know-how about
materials, manufacturing methods and marketing.

Developing these skills and combining them to produce
tomorrow’s ‘must have’ products is what Product Design is
allabout.

How am | assessed?

Coursework project and written examination.

What do | need to study this course?

At least a grade 5 in either GCSE D & T or BTEC Engineering.

A Level Product Design | Meden College

Where can it lead?

Product Design could take you on a wide range of exciting
career paths. As well as going on to further training

and becoming a professional designer, you could also
use this course as a route into architecture, teaching,
manufacturing, advertising, or engineering.

“I love studying Product Design
because it enables me to be creative
and to produce my own designs.
There is an ideal balance between
developing design skills and learning
the techniques needed to bring
designs to life”

Curtis Humber (Year 13)
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ALevel Psychology | Meden College

A Level

Psychology

Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?

You will be introduced to key areas of psychology including
how memory works, child psychology and mental health
disorders. There is an emphasis on how science works,
which is taught through research methods.

In the second year, you will examine the psychology of
relationships and of addiction and associated disorders.
You will also be required to carry out your own research in
order to apply your knowledge of research methods.

How am | assessed?

Written examination.

What do I need to study this course?

At least a grade 5 in GCSE English and preferably in Science.

Where can it lead?

You can pursue a variety of fields in psychology including
forensic and educational psychology. It is a useful subject
for any career which requires an understanding of people
and how their mind works, such as education, medicine,

and business.

“l wanted a better understanding of
how our brain works so | chose to
study Psychology. It has proved really
intriguing learning about how our
behaviouris influenced by parts of our
brains and bodies.”

Chloe Higginson (Year 12)




Meden College Prospectus

Next Steps

The process of taking those next steps towards your future
beyond Meden College starts right from the outset of Year
12. Whether you see yourself going to university, doing

a higher level apprenticeship or going straight into your
chosen job, we endeavour to give you the right guidance
from day one.

We have talks and workshops that appeal to all, including
speakers from some of the top-ranking universities,

not only in this country, but in the world. Also, we can
assist you in applying for some of the most competitive
apprenticeships.

For our most academic students, we have the Russell
Club, which aims to see you going to the most prestigious
universities in the UK, but if you are more hands-on some
of the biggest multinational such as KMPG, Barclays and
many more, now recruit from 18 onto in-house training
apprenticeships and we have recently seen an increase

in our students successfully choosing the apprenticeship
route. During your time at Meden College, we want to help
you explore all your opportunities so when you leave you
feel like you have made a fully informed decision and are
ready for whatever the future holds.
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